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How SCMP reports Covid 19
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Day 1:
31 December 2019
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Chaos and sentiment on the ground

Feb 2 - Coronavirus: Wuhan family struggles to get     
             confirmation of infections and receive 
             treatment         

Jan 23 - Our reporter had to escape from   
              Wuhan before the lockdown
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Chaos and sentiment on the ground

Jan 25 - Exclusive report about the    
              medical system breakdown by 
              talking to an eyewitness in the 
              hospital

Feb 1 - A story looking at the Chinese government’s 
            control over civil society and the severe    
            shortage of PPEs among local doctors
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Investigations - combining science, knowledge and expertise

Jan 18 - When the government said there was   
              no mainland case outside Wuhan and   
              no human to human transmissions

China denied our report the next day

Then on the third day, our report was 
acknowledged by the Chinese government
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Feb 11 - It took us weeks to find out the number 
              and the government disclosed the   
              number a couple of days after our report

 Feb 14 - Government’s confirmation

Investigations - combining science, knowledge and expertise

As early as Jan 24, we were already 
chasing the number of medical staff being 
infected
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March 22 - On China’s asymptomatic patients March 31 - Asymptomatic cases started  
                  to be included in China’s daily 
                  reports

Investigations - combining science, knowledge and expertise
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February 27 - An early explainer using the World   
                      Health Organisation’s prediction in   
                      2018 about ‘Disease X’s’ arrival to 
                      provide insights on how Covid-19 
                      descended on Wuhan 

September 12 - A comprehensive look into the 
                         risks involving labs handling 
                         dangerous viruses

Debunking myths and misinformation with new formats



9

Summary

● Newsroom collaborations to produce the best stories to inform and educate 
readers: bureaus, editorial teams, use of multimedia formats

● Researching for the story: monitor science journals daily, contacting scientists 
and infectious disease experts to get first-hand information and verify 
information

● Tapping on experience and expertise: reporting on SARS helped inform the 
depth and intelligence of our Covid-19 coverage

● Putting public interest first: prioritise factual and objective reporting, be vigilant 
on fake news and rumours
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