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HOIlg KOl’lg takes emergency measures as mystery

‘pneumonia’ infects dozens in China’s Wuhan city

+ Most patients worked at a seafood market and health workers are still trying to
identify virus responsible

« City authorities tell hospitals to report any more cases of the illness, which is
described as being ‘of unknown origin’

B Mandy Zuo, Lilian Cheng, Alice Yan and
R g ' Cannix Yau
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Chaos and sentiment on the ground

o Coronavirus: Wuhan family struggles to geticonfirmati... LY ™ " '.‘
Watch Iate% China coronavirus: Wuhan medical staff being infected at much

faster pace than reported as national death toll hits 26
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CORONAVIRUS: A WUHAN FAMILY'’S
STRUGGLE FOR TREATMENT
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Hospitals in Wuhan are struggling
to deal with the coronavirus outbre:

Feb 2 - Coronavirus: Wuhan family struggles to get Jan 23_ (SQAr-r.ehérter had to escape from
confirmation of infections and receive Wuhan before the lockdown

treatment -




Chaos and sentiment on the ground

¢ China / Society
China coronavirus: Wuhan residents describe ‘doomsday’ Coronavirus: China Red Cross under fire over poor
scenes as patients overwhelm hospitals distribution of masks, medical supplies

+ The government is under growing pressure to relax restrictions on donations of
masks and other items

« Beijing has ordered donations to be funnelled to five government-backed charity
organisations while Hubei province remains under lockdown

e Josephine Ma
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Jan 25 - Exclusive report about the Feb 1 - A story looking at the Chinese government’s
medical system breakdown by control over civil society and the severe
talking to an eyewitness in the shortage of PPEs among local doctors
hospital




Investigations - combining science, knowledge and expertise

Exclusive | China coronavirus: at least three suspected cases
found in Shenzhen, Shanghai, sources say

Jan 18 - When the government said there was
no mainland case outside Wuhan and
no human to human transmissions

China coronavirus: Beijing breaks its silence, but only to ‘deny
rumours’

China says infections spreading as it reports third death from
Wuhan virus; WHO indicates human transmission likely

SCMP Reporters

Then on the third day, our report was
acknowledged by the Chinese government
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Investigations - combining science, knowledge and expertise

At least 500 Wuhan medical staff infected with coronavirus China coronavirus: Wuhan medical staff being infected at much
; faster pace than reported as national death toll hits 26

m Sovaching s, Wiktom Zheng sad Ml 10

As early as Jan 24, we were already
chasing the number of medical staff being
infected

Chinese medical staff paying ‘too high a price’ in battle to curb
coronavirus

oa oneonnd 1 and Dreang Pegpet = e

Feb 11 - It took us weeks to find out the number Feb 14 - Government’s confirmation
and the government disclosed the
number a couple of days after our report
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Investigations - combining science, knowledge and expertise

Exclusive | A third of coronavirus cases may be ‘silent carriers’, g 3 s 2 s
s s ? China to include symptom-free coronavirus carriers in
classified Chinese data suggests ;
national figures
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March 22 - On China’s asymptomatic patients March 31 - Asymptomatic cases started
to be included in China’s daily

reports




Debunking myths and misinformation with new formats
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The labs
, . where
How Disease X, the epidemic- monsterslivef
in-waiting, erupted in China _

1 experts warned it would be ‘threatening to world and
ially disrupting'. Then the new coronavirus arrived

February 27 - An early explainer using the World September 12 - A comprehensive look into the
Health Organisation’s prediction in risks involving labs handling
2018 about ‘Disease X’s’ arrival to dangerous viruses

provide insights on how Covid-19
descended on Wuhan -




Summary

e Newsroom collaborations to produce the best stories to inform and educate
readers: bureaus, editorial teams, use of multimedia formats
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e Researching for the story: monitor science journals daily, contacting scientists
and infectious disease experts to get first-hand information and verify
information

e Tapping on experience and expertise: reporting on SARS helped inform the
depth and intelligence of our Covid-19 coverage

e Putting public interest first: prioritise factual and objective reporting, be vigilant
on fake news and rumours
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