
Quote This Woman+
We help journalists find women’s voices for their stories 

We help women gain agency in the media spotlight
#NoVoiceLeftBehind

1the voice that tells the story, writes history



Who 
are 
we?

NPC that links journalists to a database of leading women experts that we 
curate from mainly from South Africa, but more recently from across 
Southern Africa

We lobby media to look beyond their male sound-bite stars for sources and 
we monitor for biases that show in news reporting

Currently, there is no cost to experts for being on our database, or to 
reporters for using it.

We train women to feel safe in the media - or any - spotlight 

We’ve partnering with experts to build the body of knowledge journalists 
have as a basis for reporting. (As soon as we can find $$$, 15 women 
scientists will provide a COVID training webinar for student/young 
journalists, community, & new media players on vaccines, Covid-19 long 
term complications, treatment, and testing

We help journalists find great stories - while closing the gender gap
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Who are we?

4:1
The “+” in our name covers 
the fact that our database 
is open – beyond women-
to all voices marginalised in 
mainstream news.
Whether because of living 
with disability;  or sexual 
identity, gender 
orientation;  poverty; 
education; rural location;  
or anything else. 

3the voice that tells the story, writes history



Where are the 
women?

4:1
The ratio of men to women 

as news experts

4 out of 5 people mentioned in politics 
& election articles are men Media Hack, 2019

Overall, the same for Covid-19 MMA, 2020

Less than 4% of news stories 
challenge gender stereotypes GMMP, 2015

Why do we care?
“Men and women experience life differently. When women’s voices are 
absent, their perspectives are absent too, perspectives that are 
critical to deep and broad debates, and to a rich media landscape & 
the narratives that underpin public opinion & policy making” 
QW+ Founding Principle

“That women are under-represented as news sources in SA around the novel 
coronavirus is a problem,… (it) indicates an ongoing struggle to give voice to those who 
carry a disproportionate burden in society, and to a degree complicity in recreating 
existing power dynamics of male dominance.” MMA report
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Why this news 

misogyny?
Deciding who makes news is a complex 

juggling act made by journalists, editors 

and producers daily, in the context of 

diminishing budgets, few experienced 

staff, fake news, and workloads that 

have expanded to include the creation of 

content across increasing numbers of 

media platforms. 5



Newsrooms need help

The pressure to get a snappy 

soundbite from an established expert

is intense. Too often this means that 

reporters fall back on the sources they 

are familiar with - who will take their 

calls and give a quotable quote.
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Too often that’s likely to be a man

QW+ knows many news teams 
WILL  broaden source lists 
/close the gender gap

if they can implicitly trust 
both the sources, and the 
organisation advocating the 
sources to them

and if it’s  really easy for 
them to do so (they don’t 
have to jump through hoops)
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What does the QW+ 
database look like?
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Over 300 credible expert/thought-leader 
sources from overlooked demographics 
40+ categories, Agriculture - Xenophobia

Top areas: Gender and Covid-19

Currently the database is a google 
spreadsheet that anyone working in 
news can access through our 
website. 

It contains each expert’s email 
address and bio - for cell details, 
contact us



QW+ Covid-19 health experts

Dr Tlaleng 
Mofokeng -
Health & gender
UNHRC Special 

Rapporteur, Gender 

Commissioner, Sexual 

Health /Public Health 

expert

Dr Atiya Mosam -
Public health
Medical doctor, public 

health medicine 

specialist

Dr Shakira 
Choonara -
Public health
SA 2017 Woman of 

the Year in Health, 

and a member of 

the African Union’s 

Youth Advisory 

Council

Dr Jenniffer 
Moroa - Vaccines 
and clinical trials
Heads the African 

Human Clinical Trials 

portfolio of The 

African Academy of 

Sciences.

Prof Glenda 
Davison - Covid-
19 testing
Head of 

Biomedical 

Sciences at CPUT

Dr Lehlohonolo 
Majake - Public 
health
An expert on both 

private and public 

health care, and 

the NHI
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More QW+ Covid-19 experts

Alana Potter -
Poverty & 
inequality
water and sanitation 
governance, planning 
and policy in SA and 
Africa and at district, 
national, regional and 
international levels.

Bhavna Ramji -
Labour & 
economy
Attorney at the 
Casual Workers 
Advice office.
workers’ rights, 
casual and contract 
workers

Nchimunya 
Hamukoma -
Looking ahead
Africa-wide 
economist, policy 
strategist/futurist 
School of Collective 
Intelligence, 
Morocco. 

Asanda 
Ngoasheng -
Policy & political 
analysis
Academic, diversity 

and educational 
change agent, 
political analyst

Safura Abdool 
Karim - Policy & 
political analysis
Wits Public health 
lawyer re: pricing of 
meds/vaccines, 
rights implications in 
quarantine, prisoner 
rights etc

Joanne Hardman -
Education
UCT education 
specialist on all 
aspects of the virus 
and the academic year 
(school & university), 
curriculum adaptation, 
student anxiety
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FORTNIGHTLY MEDIA UPDATE
https://tinyurl.com/yckcbwav

https://tinyurl.com/yckcbwav


QW+ in action
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“When actors along tourism value chains collaborate, they 
can create more resilient, sustainable and inclusive tourism 

industries in Africa and beyond.”  Annika Surmeier
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Getting 
beyond 
the Meta 
Narrative

Sipho, how are you? The last few M&Gs have been incredibly good 
reading, so thumbs up.

So: a perspective on Lester Kiewit’s article on Penny Majodina: it 
falls short on the reversibility test, in which one considers if the 
language or framing would be used if the subject was a man. There 
have been interesting studies in recent years on how subtle sexism 
in media reporting can impact on politician’s popularity and self-
belief. Not sure if you’ve seen examples like these: 
https://www.cjr.org/analysis/pink-wave-candidates.php and  
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14680777.2018.14687
97

Best wishes, 
Kathy Magrobi
Director: Quote This Woman+
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Feeling the love for QW+

Our most experienced reporter, Antony Sguazzin, and 
myself are always looking to include not just 
women's voices but female experts in our stories. 
Getting lists of experts from your organization has 
helped us to search beyond the people we already 
have in our contacts. And, writing from Africa, I think 
it's crucial to include African voices, and not just fall 
back on experts in Oxford or Brussels.

I must thank QW+ for including me on your 
database as I have had a number of 
journalists asking for my opinion on the 
Coronavirus. I have been interviewed by 
Newzroom Africa, The Citizen and a number 
of other publications. It has been a great 
honour to have my opinion valued.

The experts you provided access to 
have been helpful with our coverage so 
far, especially as far as including 
women as authoritative voices on all 
issues affecting society.

We appreciate 
the Quote This 
Woman+ 
project -
exactly the 
voices Vox 
would love to 
promote

Prof Glenda 

Davison, 

biomedical 

scientist, 

COVID expert, 

QW+  member. 

Pauline Bax, Africa editor for Bloomberg News. 

Mogomotsi Magome,  Associated Press.

Sofia Melo 
& Raza 

Naqvi, Vox 
Media.
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My name is Michelle Gumede and I am a news correspondent 

from the French press news agency Agence France Presse 

(AFP). I came across your God-sent link saying you had 

contacts to various female experts that deal with 

coronavirus. Please could you furnish me with the contacts 

of : Dr Mofokeng, Dr Jernberg, Prof Smith, Dr de Gruchy, Dr 

Goldstein.

Thank you so much for the incredible service you offer -

Kimon de Greef, New York Times

Kathy! Great project! Adrian Basson, Media 24

I am a big fan of your database! Elri Voight, Spotlight NSP 

(health publication)

This is amazing Kathy – thank you! Looking forward to 

working with you, and getting these powerful women 

voices out there! Minette vd Walt, kykNET content editor

Thanks for this! I work at Carte blanche, which would 

benefit in more female expert voices. Mosibudi Ratlebjane

I’m an NBC Sky World News service producer (London). I’m 

keen to build a list of experts that’s diverse & represents 

historically under-reported voices. Linda Givetash

This is an amazing resource - and so needed - thank you! 

I’d like to donate some money towards this amazing 

initiative! Becky Lipscombe, BBC producer

Thanks so much - an amazing list. Lee Wolf, 702 producer

We have too many men on eNCA! Lynne O Connor

Thank you as always for these lists Lynsey Chutel, Quartz 

freelancer

Kathy - you’re the best! Karabo Mafolo, Daily Maverick 

Love, love, love



Email: kathy@quotethiswoman.org.za
Phone: 084 688 8980 - Kathy
Website: www.quotethiswoman.org.za/

Support us @quotethiswoman
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